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Introduction

When implementing Common Core Standards in English language arts educators must be mindful of
literacy research and continue to use those evidence-based practices within the framework of Common Core. For
example, a primary grade teacher would continue to focus on areas of phonics, phonemic awareness,
comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, writing and motivation within the context of the standards.

The following strategies have been compiled to connect the Common Core State Standards to best
practices. All efforts have been made to align with research outlined in Appendix A of the Common Core State
Standards for English and Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects.

This document has placed special emphasis on student interaction with increasingly complex text.
Emphasis has also been placed on developing the skill of close analytic reading and increasing competency in the
comparison and synthesis of ideas. In addition, the templates that follow have been designed to help students
grapple with more complex vocabulary in preparation for college and careers. Common Core Standards for
Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language are layered within strategy suggestions to model the use of
standards as vehicles for enhancing and assessing reading comprehension.

These strategies have been constructed with a vision of student success on the upcoming PARCC
assessments. Formative assessment suggestions have also been embedded within each template in an effort to
continually move learning forward toward skill mastery.

The suggestions included in this document combine familiar methods and tools with ideas for
enhancement aligned to the Common Core State Standards. What follows is a framework to use as guidance when
preparing the students of lllinois for success in college and careers. The strategies contained within this document
are not intended to be used as a model curriculum. Rather, the strategy suggestions were designed to be used as a
framework for generating ideas and inspiring collaborative dialog when implementing the Common Core
Standards. It should be noted that specific texts mentioned within this document are targeted based upon their
inclusion as text exemplars within the Common Core State Standards. Their presence is designed to generate
similar ideas and discussions of appropriately complex texts. This version is a product of many perspectives and
will continue to evolve.

The Common Core Standards implementation works in tandem with other agency initiatives. The
Statewide System of Support and Response to Intervention processes, for example, are to be infused into
Common Core implementation. Throughout all agency communication we hope to use the same language and

definitions so the transition to implementing Common Core Standards will be seamless.
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APPENDIX A - GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS AND ATTACHMENTS
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A Guide to Creating Text Dependent Questions for Close Analytic Reading

Text Dependent Questions: What Are They?

The Common Core State Standards for reading strongly focus on students gathering evidence, knowledge, and insight
from what they read. Indeed, eighty to ninety percent of the Reading Standards in each grade require text
dependent analysis; accordingly, aligned curriculum materials should have a similar percentage of text dependent
questions.

As the name suggests, a text dependent question specifically asks a question that can only be answered by referring
explicitly back to the text being read. It does not rely on any particular background information extraneous to the
text nor depend on students having other experiences or knowledge; instead it privileges the text itself and what
students can extract from what is before them.

For example, in a close analytic reading of Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address,” the following would not be text dependent
questions:

e Why did the North fight the civil war?
e Have you ever been to a funeral or gravesite?

e Lincoln says that the nation is dedicated to the proposition that “all men are created equal.” Why is equality
an important value to promote?

The overarching problem with these questions is that they require no familiarity at all with Lincoln’s speech in order
to answer them. Responding to these sorts of questions instead requires students to go outside the text. Such
questions can be tempting to ask because they are likely to get students talking, but they take students away from
considering the actual point Lincoln is making. They seek to elicit a personal or general response that relies on
individual experience and opinion, and answering them will not move students closer to understanding the text of
the “Gettysburg Address.”

Good text dependent questions will often linger over specific phrases and sentences to ensure careful
comprehension of the text—they help students see something worthwhile that they would not have seen on a more
cursory reading. Typical text dependent questions ask students to perform one or more of the following tasks:

e Analyze paragraphs on a sentence by sentence basis and sentences on a word by word basis to determine the
role played by individual paragraphs, sentences, phrases, or words

e |nvestigate how meaning can be altered by changing key words and why an author may have chosen one
word over another

e Probe each argument in persuasive text, each idea in informational text, each key detail in literary text, and
observe how these build to a whole

e Examine how shifts in the direction of an argument or explanation are achieved and the impact of those
shifts

e Question why authors choose to begin and end when they do
e Note and assess patterns of writing and what they achieve
e Consider what the text leaves uncertain or unstated

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS R1.6.4 R1.8.3 54



Creating Text-Dependent Questions for Close Analytic Reading of Texts

An effective set of text dependent questions delves systematically into a text to guide students in extracting the key
meanings or ideas found there. They typically begin by exploring specific words, details, and arguments and then
moves on to examine the impact of those specifics on the text as a whole. Along the way they target academic
vocabulary and specific sentence structures as critical focus points for gaining comprehension.

While there is no set process for generating a complete and coherent body of text dependent questions for a text,
the following process is a good guide that can serve to generate a core series of questions for close reading of any
given text.

Step One: Identify the Core Understandings and Key Ideas of the Text

As in any good reverse engineering or “backwards design” process, teachers should start by identifying the key
insights they want students to understand from the text—keeping one eye on the major points being made is crucial
for fashioning an overarching set of successful questions and critical for creating an appropriate culminating
assignment.

Step Two: Start Small to Build Confidence

The opening questions should be ones that help orientate students to the text and be sufficiently specific enough for
them to answer so that they gain confidence to tackle more difficult questions later on.

Step Three: Target Vocabulary and Text Structure

Locate key text structures and the most powerful academic words in the text that are connected to the key ideas and
understandings, and craft questions that illuminate these connections.

Step Four: Tackle Tough Sections Head-on

Find the sections of the text that will present the greatest difficulty and craft questions that support students in
mastering these sections (these could be sections with difficult syntax, particularly dense information, and tricky
transitions or places that offer a variety of possible inferences).

Step Five: Create Coherent Sequences of Text Dependent Questions

The sequence of questions should not be random but should build toward more coherent understanding and analysis
to ensure that students learn to stay focused on the text to bring them to a gradual understanding of its meaning.

Step Six: Identify the Standards That Are Being Addressed

Take stock of what standards are being addressed in the series of questions and decide if any other standards are
suited to being a focus for this text (forming additional questions that exercise those standards).

Step Seven: Create the Culminating Assessment

Develop a culminating activity around the key ideas or understandings identified earlier that reflects (a) mastery of
one or more of the standards, (b) involves writing, and (c) is structured to be completed by students independently.

SOURCE:
Student Achievement Partners, http://www.achievethecore.org/steal-these-tools/text-dependent-questions
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SELF-REGUL

Does his/her answer
meet the success
criteria?

Is his/her answer
correct/incorrect?

CO%ECT

INCORRECT

How can he/she
elaborate on the

answer?

exn s e ssmeereusa

TASK LEVEL

=

What did he/she
do well?

Where did he/she
go wrong?

What is the correct
answer?

K
|

l-_-------#----—

What strategies
did he/she use?

What is wrong and
why?

What is the
explanation for the

correct answer?

RN =

INFORMATION SEARCH STRATEGIES

What other
information is
needed to meet
the criteria?

PROC%S LEVEL

1

What other
questions can
he/she ask about
the task?

What are the
relationships with
other parts of the

task?

What other
information is
provided in the
handout?

What is his/her
understanding of
the concepts/
knowledge related
to the task?

S I s ey

How can he/she
monitor his/her
own work done?

How can he/she
carry out self-
checking?

o

|

How can he/she
evaluate the
information

provided?

What did you do to...?
What happened when you...?
How can you account for...?

What justification can be given for...?

r

----;_—-----_-

How can he/she
reflect on his/her
own learning?

SELF-REGULATION LEVEL

How does this
compare to...?

What does all this
information have
in common?

What learning
goals have you
achieved?

How have your
ideas changed?
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Vocabulary Guide

word: word:
clue: clue:
explain: explain:
meaning: meaning:
word: word:
clue: clue:
explain: explain:
meaning: meaning:
word: word:
clue: clue:
explain: explain:
meaning: meaning:
word: word:
clue: clue:
explain: explain:
meaning: meaning:

Note: Adapted from Carr, E.M. (1985). The vocabulary overview guide: A metacognitive strategy to improve vocabulary
comprehension and retention. Journal of Reading, 28, 684-689.
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Change Frame Table

What does it say about
equality?

Similarities with other
texts?

What makes this text
unique?

Declaration of
Independence

Gettysburg Address

| Have A Dream

Warren Opinion
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Change Frame

History Change Frame Graphic Organizer

Group?

What problems did they face?

_Group? S
What problems did they face?

Growp? -

What problems did they face?

problems?

What changes caused these

What changes caused these
problems?

What changes caused these
problems?

What did they do to solve the
problems?

What did they do to solve the
problems?

What did they do to solve the
problems?

{Bueht, 1992)

Classrom Strategies for Intevactive Learning, 2od Ed | by Doug Buehl ©200] Newark, DE: International Reading Association

Mav be copied for classroom use
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CSI Table

What does it say about
?

Similarities with other
texts?

What makes this text
unique?

Declaration of
Independence

Preamble to the
Constitution

Lincoln’s Second
Inaugural Address
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APPENDIX B - 9t & 10t GRADE TEXT EXEMPLARS



