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Introduction

When implementing Common Core Standards in English language arts educators must be mindful of
literacy research and continue to use those evidence-based practices within the framework of Common Core. For
example, a primary grade teacher would continue to focus on areas of phonics, phonemic awareness,
comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, writing and motivation within the context of the standards.

The following strategies have been compiled to connect the Common Core State Standards to best
practices. All efforts have been made to align with research outlined in Appendix A of the Common Core State
Standards for English and Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects.

This document has placed special emphasis on student interaction with increasingly complex text.
Emphasis has also been placed on developing the skill of close analytic reading and increasing competency in the
comparison and synthesis of ideas. In addition, the templates that follow have been designed to help students
grapple with more complex vocabulary in preparation for college and career. Common Core Standards for Writing,
Speaking and Listening, and Language are layered within strategy suggestions to model the use of standards as
vehicles for enhancing and assessing reading comprehension.

These strategies have been constructed with a vision of student success on the upcoming PARCC
assessments. Formative assessment suggestions have also been embedded within each template in an effort to
continually move learning forward toward skill mastery.

The suggestions included in this document combine familiar methods and tools with ideas for
enhancement aligned to the Common Core State Standards. What follows is a framework to use as guidance when
preparing the students of Illinois for success in college and career. The strategies contained within are not
intended to be used as a model curriculum. Rather, the strategy suggestions were designed to be used as a
framework for generating ideas and inspiring collaborative dialog when implementing the Common Core
Standards. It should be noted that specific texts mentioned within this document are targeted based upon their
inclusion as text exemplars within the Common Core State Standards. Their presence is designed to generate
similar ideas and discussions of appropriately complex texts. This version is a product of many perspectives and
will continue to evolve.

The Common Core Standards implementation works in tandem with other agency initiatives. The
Statewide System of Support and Response to Intervention processes, for example, are to be infused into
Common Core implementation. Throughout all agency communication we hope to use the same language and

definitions so the transition to implementing Common Core Standards will be seamless.
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APPENDIX A - GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS AND ATTACHMENTS
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Reciprocal Teaching Skills

® Summarizing gives the student the opportunity to identify and integrate the most
important information in the text. Students begin by summarizing sentences, and
progress to summarizing paragraphs and passages.

° Question Generating requires students to decide what information is important
enough to provide proof for a question. They ask questions in which they must infer
and apply new information from the text.

o Clarifying Students realize that new vocabulary, unclear words, or difficult concepts,
may make a text very hard to understand. Once they are taught to be alert to these
factors, they can take the steps to restore meaning such as defining these terms or
concepts.

® Predicting causes students to activate their background knowledge and set a purpose
for reading. They are then called upon to predict what the author will discuss next in
the text. “Reading to prove or disprove their prediction becomes a new purpose for
reading.” The students also learn that text structures provide clues to what might
happen next, through the use of headings, subheadings, and questions imbedded in

the text. Using the table of contents can also be used as a predicting tool by allowing
students to guess at the material covered in each section of the table of contents.

Question Quandary

e What words in this sentence, line or paragraph are the most important and why?

* If you could choose one idea from this page as the most important one, which would
it be and why?

* How can you tell the author thinks a certain idea is the most important and why?

* What is the most important idea you’ve gotten from the text and why?

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS R1.4.2 67
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Detecting Patterns Questions:

Cause and Effect: How did cause lead to effect? What are people’s reactions?

Chronology: What is time span from first event to last? How does author transition to each
event? What do all events explain?

Compare and Contrast: What is being compared? Similarities and differences? What are
the most significant similarities and differences?

Problem and Solution: What has caused the problem? Is there more than one solution?
Has the problem been solved or will it be in the future?

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS R1.4.5 70



An example of possible questions that could be utilized are listed below: (Adapted from Coiro and Dobler,
2007). The National Geographic for Kids website hosts videos, factual articles and persuasive articles that
can provide different Web based text samples.

1.

Describe the habitat of a chosen endangered animal.
What causes the color in that animal?

According to the narrator of a video how does the loss of a part of the habitat indirectly affect
the survival of a certain animals?

What are the names of the three people who maintain this website, and why was it created?

How many pounds does this animal weigh when it is born? Does this differ at a zoo or in the
wild?

How might a teacher using this website help students join a letter-writing campaign to help save
a particular animal?

Can you find an interesting fact in one of the articles that this animal would be used for?

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS R1.4.7 71
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